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Example assessment task: Variety TV show production
Media Arts, Levels 3 and 4
[bookmark: _Hlk185419196]Overview
In a series of formative assessment tasks for teaching and learning unit 4.7 ‘Creating a kids’ variety TV show’, students will explore the structure and format of kids’ variety TV shows. They will demonstrate an understanding of the various segments included, such as interviews, entertainment pieces and news reports, and apply their skills in creative writing, collaboration, scripting engaging content, and presenting. In the summative assessment task, students will work in pairs to select and create a 5- to 7-minute filmed segment that is tailored to their intended audience. As a class, students will produce a kids’ variety TV show that is meaningful, educational, entertaining, and uses the codes and conventions of a typical variety show.
Duration: 
This series of formative and summative assessment tasks will occur over 8 lessons.
A teacher observation checklist and student peer feedback form are provided as tools for observation and feedback during formative assessment. The teacher notes and lesson outline are provided as guidance to support the delivery of this assessment task series.
Achievement standard extracts
By the end of Level 4, students identify and describe the media languages and media technologies used to construct representation in media arts works they experience and/or produce. (This is addressed in lessons 1, 2, 5, 7 and 8).
They recall where, when, why and how media arts works are created and distributed across cultures, times, places and other contexts, including the work of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. (This is addressed in lessons 1 and 5).
Students explore and experiment with media arts production processes and technologies. (This is addressed in lessons 3 and 4).
Students use media languages, technologies and production processes to communicate ideas, perspectives and meaning in media arts works. (This is assessed in lessons 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8). 
Students share their work in informal and formal settings with different audiences using responsible media practice. (This is assessed in lessons 4, 6, 7 and 8).
Assessment task
Required knowledge
Students have practised basic scriptwriting and can revise scripts for clarity and impact.
Students can read a prewritten news report and understand key features of journalistic style.
Students are familiar with being in front of a camera for filming and can maintain steady eye contact and appropriate body language.
Students have experience collaborating with peers, offering constructive feedback, and managing their roles effectively in a production team.


Teacher notes and lesson outline
[bookmark: _Hlk188909296]Lesson 1
Students explore the structure and segments of a variety show. Students are given a template of the different (60–90 second) segments that could be included. Provide templates or examples of variety show segments to familiarise students with different kinds. Templates can include sentence starters to guide them.
Teacher notes:
· Most segments are completed in pairs, though group segments might include a vox pop (short for vox populi, meaning ‘voice of the people’) that takes the form of interviewing fellow students or teachers around the school. 
· Emphasise the importance of tailoring content to the audience but also to one’s own style of writing. Guide students through brainstorming ideas and encourage them to select segments that are unique to the school, classroom or individual interests, such as science facts, teacher interviews, etc.
Variety show segment template guide
	[bookmark: _Hlk189048905]Segment
	Length
	Roles
	Prompts

	Introduction
	Up to 90 seconds 
	2 hosts
	Hosts introduce themselves to viewers and explain what will be featured on the show today.

	Local news 
	60 seconds
30 seconds per reporter 
	2 reporters
	Report important things happening in the school, city and world this week.
Choose a local news topic by reading your local newspaper or watching the news to see what’s happening in your community. 
Write a clear and engaging 30-second news script about your chosen topic, such as school achievements, community projects, or local events.

	[bookmark: _Hlk188959815]World news
	60 seconds 
	2 reporters 
	Choose a country in Asia such as China, Indonesia, Thailand or Malaysia, and a topic showing how it connects with Australia. Focus on areas like protecting the environment, cultural exchanges, trade, or education. Highlight an action the countries do together, such as saving animals, planting trees, or student exchange programs. Write a 30-second script explaining what they do and why it matters.

Script starter:
‘Today, we’re sharing how Australia and (Country) are working together on (Topic). They are (Action), which helps (Impact).’ (Display a picture or hold a prop related to the topic.)
‘Did you know (fun fact or question)? This is important because (why it matters).’

Example:
‘Today, we’re sharing how Australia and Indonesia are working together on protecting the environment. They are planting trees to save forests, which helps animals like orangutans have safe homes.’
Show a picture of orangutans or hold a potted plant.
‘Did you know that without trees, orangutans can’t survive? This is important because saving forests helps protect our planet for everyone.’

	School news 
	60 seconds 
(30 seconds per reporter)
	2 reporters 
	Select a school news topic like recent events, excursions, announcements, or reminders. Write a clear 30-second script.

	Vox pop
	60–90 seconds 
	Interviewer
	Decide on a question that you can gather opinions on, such as imaginative and fun scenarios, entertainment, food, or adventure choices. Here are some examples:
Would you rather be invisible or be able to fly? Why?
Would you rather be able to talk to animals or breathe underwater? Why? 
Do you like animated movies or live-action movies? Why?
Do you like superheroes or fairy tales? Why?
Select teachers and students to interview, and record 8–10 responses. The interviewer will ask the questions, while the camera operator films.

	Teacher interview 
	1–3 minutes 
	Interviewer 
	Choose a teacher to interview and prepare questions based on what you already know about them. Ask about their hobbies, teaching style, or what they value most about their students. You can focus on general topics or a specific area they’d like to share, such as a hobby or unique skill. 

Script starter:
‘Hi, I’m (Your Name), and today I’m interviewing (Teacher’s Name) to learn more about them.
What do you enjoy most about teaching?
Can you tell us more about [hobby/interest]?
What do you value most about your students?
Thank you, (Teacher’s Name), for sharing your story with us!’

	What are we learning – class visit  
	2–3 minutes 
	Interviewer 
	Arrange to visit a class and interview students on an activity they are doing that they can share more about. Ask 2–3 students in the class to reflect on the class activity and its importance.
One student interviews 3 peers and the teacher, while another films snippets of the set-up, interviews, and active participation.

Script starter:
‘Hi, I’m (Your Name), and today we’re visiting (Class Name) to learn about their activity!’
To a student:
‘What are you working on today?
Why is this activity important?
What’s been your favourite part?’
To the teacher:
‘Can you share what the class is learning from this activity?’
Closing:
‘Thanks for sharing! It’s great to see how this activity is helping everyone learn.’

	Spotlight on talent  
	1–2 minutes 
	Interviewer 
	A one-on-one interview segment where a student interviews a peer to showcase their unique talents, hobbies, or achievements. The interviewing student prepares questions in advance, such as:
What inspired you to develop this talent?
How did you get started, and what challenges have you overcome?
What’s your proudest achievement so far?
How do you practise or improve your skill?
Who inspires or supports you in this talent?
The segment can also include images, videos or props related to the talent, with another student capturing the interview on film.

	Film/book review
	60 seconds  
	2 reviewers
	Students share their perspectives on a book or film by sharing their favourite parts and characters and why, funny or catchy quotes, who the book is suited for, what genre it is, and how it made them feel. 
Students can also share personal connections they made with the film or book. 
Students can showcase the book as a prop during filming.
Explore ABC Education Story Time picture books.

	Sports
	60 seconds 
	1–2 reporters 
	Students present school sports updates, celebrate achievements, and showcase unique sports from around the world with their traditions, using props, trivia, or a ‘Did you know?’ game.

Sentence starters:
This week in the world of sports …
At our school, the highlight of the week was …
Did you know that [team/athlete] recently …?
We interviewed [player/coach] to learn more about …

	Advertisement
	30 seconds 
	1 or 2 advertisers
	Students use persuasive techniques to promote a product, idea or experience. They can also highlight other cultures through traditional games, food, or inventions. Students create pitch using props or skits.

Sentence starters: 
Have you ever wondered how to make life easier?
Inspired by (include culture), this product will ...
This idea is perfect for anyone who loves ...
Don’t miss out on the chance to try ...

	Weather report 
	30 seconds
	1 reporter
	Prepare a weather report. Choose an approach:
Explain weather patterns, like how rain forms when warm air meets cool air.
Share fun facts, like ‘lightning is 5 times hotter than the sun’.
Highlight weather in different places, like sunny here in (insert city name) but rainy up north in (insert city).
Talk about how weather affects us, like how we need to save water in a hot summer.

	Spotlighting Indigenous stories 
	60 seconds 
	1 reporter
	Focus on the achievements and contributions of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people in areas like technology, art, or community projects. Highlight how their work impacts society and inspires others. Write a 30-second script explaining their success and why it’s important.

Example scripts:
‘Today, we’re highlighting April Phillips, a Wiradjuri-Scottish artist whose digital art and ceramics celebrate Indigenous culture. Her work promotes diversity and inspires creativity in digital arts.’
‘Today, we’re highlighting Corey Tutt, a Kamilaroi man and founder of DeadlyScience, which brings science resources to remote Indigenous schools. His work inspires students to explore STEM and leads innovation in education.’

	Outro
	30 seconds 
	2 hosts 
	The outro is the closing part of the show where you thank the audience, summarise the highlights, and leave them excited for what’s next.

Example outro script:
‘Thanks for tuning in! Today, we explored (key topic). We’ll be back next time with more exciting stories. See you then!’


Lesson 2
Students look at ethical issues. They check and evaluate whether their messages are fair and protect individual privacy. For example, if a student plans to complete an interview, you might review their questions to ensure they follow cultural and privacy guidelines. Students use a simple ethics checklist to assess their work.
Self-assessment with a checklist
Encourage students to reflect on their own work and ensure their script meets ethical standards (e.g. that it is respectful, fair and kind).
Provide students with a simplified ethics checklist during the scriptwriting process. Explain that they will use this checklist to self-assess their work before submitting it. Highlight the key questions on the checklist, such as:
Are my questions or ideas respectful and polite?
Did I avoid including anything private or too personal about someone?
Is my segment fair and kind to everyone?
Will my message make the audience feel good or happy?
After students complete their draft, ask them to tick off the checklist and attach it to their script. This will serve as evidence that they have reflected on their work.
Peer review with a checklist
Teach collaboration and constructive feedback by having peers review each other’s work to identify ethical issues and offer suggestions.
Pair students and have them swap their draft scripts. Provide each student with a peer review checklist to guide their feedback. Include questions such as:
Is this script respectful and polite?
Does this script include anything private or too personal?
Is the message fair and not mean to anyone?
Is it fun and meaningful for the audience?
Ask students to give one positive comment and one suggestion for improvement. 
One thing I really liked about your script is: ___________.
One thing you could make even better is: ___________.
Teacher notes: 
· Show students an example of how to use the checklists and give feedback. For instance, you could share a sample script and demonstrate how to tick the checklist or provide constructive comments. Walk around the room as students swap scripts and give feedback. Provide guidance to ensure they stay respectful and on task. After both self-assessment and peer review, collect the completed checklists along with the drafts to see how students are reflecting and collaborating.
Ethical checklist: 
Respect for diversity: If representing a religious practice, research it first and ensure it is portrayed accurately. For example, if including a segment about Diwali, thoroughly research the origins and variety of ways people celebrate it.
Positive messaging: Represent behaviour that is positive and fosters a sense of community rather than being divisive or mocking.
Fair representation: Avoid promoting one belief, practice, or way of thinking as superior to another.
Privacy and consent: Always obtain permission before using personal stories, images or videos, and ask before shooting in specific locations.
Responsibility in storytelling: Ensure stories or skits avoid promoting violence, discrimination or stereotypes.
Accessibility: Add captions to your audio so everyone can understand what is being said.
Respect of intellectual property and copyright: Use copyright-free materials, or create your own original material, like music, B-roll, thumbnails, etc. Makes sure to credit all sources properly.
Guided questions can include:
How can you ensure accuracy and fairness in your role? What ethical considerations are involved in your task?
How can you ensure that all students feel included and respected in your segment?
Are you representing people, cultures or ideas fairly and accurately?
How can you avoid stereotypes or biases in your segment?
What steps can you take to ensure your content is appropriate for all audiences?
How can you make sure your segment is inclusive of diverse viewpoints and backgrounds?
Are you considering the privacy and consent of others when using their images or ideas in your segment?
What can you do to ensure your presentation does not offend or exclude anyone?
How will you ensure your message is respectful of all cultures, beliefs and traditions?
How will you handle sensitive topics or differing opinions in your group?
What are ways you can check the accuracy of the information or ideas presented in your segment?
These questions help guide students in creating thoughtful, inclusive and ethical content for their variety show segments.
Example: Sports news segment
A segment covering school sports to ensure it is fair, inclusive, and highlights achievements respectfully.
Guided ethical questions:
Are you reporting the results and highlights of the event accurately?
How can you ensure all teams and participants are celebrated equally?
Are you avoiding any comments that could sound like teasing or favouritism?
Have you included interviews or quotes from participants to make the segment engaging?
How can you incorporate visuals, such as photos or clips from the event, while respecting everyone’s privacy?
How to use the checklist: 
Facilitate a class discussion to create an ethical checklist that is simple and relevant. Review it as a group before starting any filming or presentations.
Remind students to use the checklist during planning and editing to ensure their work stays ethical, fair and inclusive.
Have students tick off each checklist point as they confirm their content is accurate, respectful and appropriate for the audience.
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Students begin to plan their segments and pitch their ideas. Note down how the students describe the segment and how they want to approach it, offering feedback. Students may audition for their roles and explore the interest they have in them, why they want the role, etc. Based on their understanding of the various roles and segments, students begin to plan writing for their variety show. Assess how they deliver their pitch to the audience. Have they put in elements or features from the demonstration shows?
Student template
List 2 segments you are interested in auditioning for, in order of preference:
1.
2.
For each segment, answer the following:
Why does this segment interest you, and what value can you bring to it? (Consider your personal interests, experiences, or skills that make you a good fit for the role.)
How will you approach this segment? (Will it be humorous, educational, or a mix of both?)
Where will you fact-check your information for this segment? (e.g. teacher guidance, reliable educational sites)
How will you ensure your approach is ethical? (What steps will you take to ensure fairness and respect?)
Create a draft script for one of your chosen segments with at least 6 lines. 
Prepare to present the script. Focus on voice projection, tone, eye contact, pace, and making it both engaging and educational.
Teacher notes:
· Demonstrate an example of presenting a segment. What did students notice? What made it entertaining? What made it interesting? What do they hope the audience will take from it and how can they achieve that? 
· Ask students to set a goal for themselves based on peer feedback and practice with a partner. For example, students might assess that they need to project their voice louder for delivery or that the content needs to be edited to contain more crucial information. 
Lesson 4
Students rehearse their segments in small groups and give constructive feedback on clarity, engagement and inclusivity. They practise listening skills. Students role-play interviewing someone as this skill will help when help them in delivering a role that involves interviewing and builds confidence when presenting roles that involve interactions with a guest.
Questions for students to consider when preparing their role (general):
Did you learn your script well, or did you need to read it off a sheet or teleprompter?
Was your voice clear, loud, and easy to understand?
Did you connect with the audience using your expressions, gestures or tone?
Did you dress appropriately for your role? (e.g. professional for a newsreader, casual for a book reviewer)
For host
How did you make sure the audience felt welcome and interested?
For news reporter 
Did you look straight at the camera or script without getting distracted?
How did you balance your expressions? (e.g. smiling when appropriate, looking serious for important news)
Did you present the news calmly and confidently without rushing?
Were your facts clear and accurate for the audience?
For book reviewer
Did you clearly explain why you liked or disliked the book?
How did you make your review fun and interesting for the audience?
Did you share examples from the book to support your opinion and make it easy to understand?
For reporter/journalist
How did you handle delivering your report in different situations? (e.g. serious for sad events, excited for happy ones)
Did you ask meaningful questions or share important facts in your report?
How did you keep the audience interested by making your report lively and engaging?


For advertiser
How did you grab the audience’s attention with your words, actions, or creativity?
Did you clearly explain why the product or idea is worth trying?
What made your advertisement catchy or memorable?
For director
Did you let everyone know when to start and stop speaking?
Did you make sure the person speaking is centred and visible in the camera?
Did everyone follow the script as planned?
Does the person speaking look confident?
For camera operator
Did you keep the camera steady and focused on the right person or action?
Did you adjust the lighting or brightness so the scene was easy to see?
How did you move the camera smoothly when needed?
For sound technician
Did you ensure the voices were clear and not too loud or soft?
Did you place microphones in the right place for the best sound?
Did you add music or sound effects where needed to enhance the performance?
Teacher notes:
· Allow students to film themselves with class camera devices. Teacher reviews the footage to assess students’ skills in filming and camera operation.
Lesson 5
After viewing some short segments created by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander filmmakers, the students reflect on their own filmed segments and how they can refine them further using the film segments they view as inspiration. They reflect on the impact the script they created has on the audience:
How can they modify it to enhance meaning?
Do they need to consider creating content that resonates with the audience?
How did their segment evoke emotion? Reflect on the Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander filmmakers and the themes and emotions those films created.
Have they considered props they may need to enhance their performance?
Could they adjust their facial expressions or eye contact with camera or guest to create evoke more engagement with the audience?
Teacher notes:
· Collate a group of film segments by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander filmmakers for students to view. 
· Students read to a student in class and get feedback on changes they could make to improve their dialogue or script. 
Lesson 6
Students practise delivering their content, ensuring they know their script thoroughly and feel confident about its message. This lesson allows students to become comfortable performing before an audience and work on managing any nervousness.
Teacher notes: 
· Allow students to do a few takes and provide feedback as they rehearse in front of a camera. 
Lesson 7
Students collaborate to film polished variety show segments with technical accuracy. They focus on clear audio, good framing, and smooth delivery, while rotating technical roles.
Teacher notes: 
· Allow students to film multiple takes, providing feedback on performance clarity, confidence, and technical quality. Encourage peer feedback and teamwork in rotating roles such as filming, directing and acting. Support students in refining their work by reviewing footage and making necessary adjustments.
Lesson 8
Students refine their variety show segments by evaluating transitions, smoothness, and footage arrangement. They incorporate visuals and B-roll to enhance their segments while collaborating effectively during the editing process. 
The students show their refined segments to their peers for further feedback.
Teacher notes: 
Evaluate the quality of transitions, smoothness, and overall footage arrangement.
Assess how effectively visuals and B-roll enhance the segment’s storytelling.
Observe teamwork and communication during the editing process.
Provide verbal or written peer feedback on the variety show, focusing on ‘What worked well?’ and ‘How can it be improved?’
[bookmark: _Hlk189055387]Assess B-roll creativity based on how engaging it makes the segment and how well it supports the narrative.

Teacher observation checklist: Variety show segment  
	Concepts and skills
	Reflection

	Originality of content:

	Look for new, unexpected ideas. For example, did the student add a fun twist to an interview or include something special (like an unexpected prop or unique performance)?
· Are the ideas in the video unique or fresh?
· Is the segment memorable and different from what others might do?

	
	Comments

	Personal touch: 
	Look for aspects in the segment that reflect the personality and interests of the student. 
· Does the video feel authentic to the student?
· Does the student incorporate their personality or personal ideas into the script and performance?
· Do they use their own experiences or interests (e.g. favourite hobbies, personal experiences or preferences, or unique jokes)? 

	
	Comments

	Use of technical codes and conventions:
	Look at the student selection and use of images, costumes and props to tell the story. 
· Do the visuals effectively enhance the narrative?
· Does the student use props, costumes, sets or special lighting creatively to enhance the video and tell their story?
· Did they add props or costumes that were fun, relevant and helped express their ideas? 

	
	Comments

	Narrative construction:  
	Look at how the student has constructed their segment and developed their story. 
· Did the student craft a clear story or flow for their segment?
· Did they take creative risks in how they presented the segment (e.g. using humour, exaggeration, dramatisation or surprise)?
· Was the story engaging, whether it was a funny skit or a creative Interview, or it a surprising ending? Did they keep the audience interested throughout the segment?

	
	Comments

	Use of relevant and impactful B-roll:
	Look at the B-roll footage the student has selected to use in the story and their intention for the audience. 
· Was the B-roll inserted in the parts of the story correctly?
· Did the student use appropriate and relevant B-roll footage or still images to add more depth and add meaning to the story?
· Did the B-roll flow well with the segment and not distract?
· B-roll isn’t used more than once.

	
	Comments

	Audio – use of appropriate soundtrack and sound effects:

	Consider the use of audio in the segment focusing on the different types of sounds and sound effects. 
· Did the student use a music track that matches the mood of the segment?
· Were there any sound effects that enhanced the engagement of the segment (e.g. laugh or clapping)?
· Are the sound effects not out of place or distracting? 
· Was sound used at the appropriate volume in relation to any dialogue in the segment?

	
	Comments
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Student peer feedback form: Variety show segment
Use this feedback form to give feedback to your peers. You need to rate each section on the form and give a reason for your rating. There is a question to help you review each area. 
	What are you reviewing?
	Question
	Rating (1–5) 
Score each area with a number from 1 to 5. 
	Comments: give a comment for your rating that answers the question.

	Originality of content 
	How unique or fresh are the ideas in the segment? 
	1 = Common ideas
5 = Original ideas
Score: [                 ] 
	 

	Personal touch 
	How well did the student incorporate their personality into the segment? 
	1 = Very impersonal
5 = Lots of personal input 
Score: [                 ] 
	 

	Use of visuals 
	How creatively did the student use props, costumes, sets or special lighting to enhance the video and tell their story? 
	1 = No visuals 
5 = Very creative use of visuals 
Score: [                 ] 
	 

	Creative storytelling 
	How well did the student craft a story or flow for their segment? 
	1 = Unengaging story
5 = Very creative and engaging story
Score: [                 ] 
	 

	Use of visual effects and transitions 
	Did the student add creative effects or transitions to make the video more exciting without overdoing it and detracting from the message?   
	1 = No visual effects 
5 = Creative and fitting use of effects 
Score: [                 ] 
	 

	Use of B-roll footage
	Did the student use appropriate and relevant B-roll footage or still images to add depth and meaning to the story? 
	1 = No B-roll 
5 = Creative use of B-roll 
Score: [                 ] 
	 

	Use of soundtrack and sound effects 
	Did the student use a music track that matches the mood of the segment? What about appropriate sound effects? 
	1 = No sound effects 
5 = Creative usage of music and sounds 
Score : [                 ] 
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Equipment
Tablet, camera or iPad for filming
Research sites to support students prepare for segments in variety show:
ABC Education – videos, games, and articles on science, geography, and Indigenous culture
Behind the News (BTN) – kid-friendly news stories explaining Australian and global events, which can be used as examples of news reports for variety shows
Australian Geographic Education – information on Australia’s wildlife, environment, and Indigenous knowledge
Cool Australia – resources on sustainability, Indigenous perspectives, and the environment
Common Ground – Aboriginal achievements, culture, and community stories
Deadly Story – highlights Indigenous success stories, culture, and Dreaming stories
ABC Education Story Time – stories read by teachers or authors, featuring values, morals, Indigenous perspectives, and bilingual storytelling. Students can explore themes, share their ideas, and discuss different perspectives in a book review segment. Examples: 
Open Your Heart to Country by Jasmine Seymour (celebrating Indigenous connection to Country, respect for land, and language)
A New Year’s Reunion (read in both English and Chinese, highlighting family, traditions, and cultural celebration).
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